
 

Board of Water Commissioners 

Meeting Minutes 

693 Massachusetts Avenue, Acton MA 

Monday, April 22, 2019 

 

AGENDA 

 

Annual Appointments and Board Realignment 

Comments from Citizens 

Approve Minutes of March 25th Meeting 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Execute engineering agreement with Wright-Pierce for permitting and design of the Acton Center Water 

Treatment Plant project. 

2. Authorize District Manager and District Treasurer to act for the District for the purposes of financing the 

ACWTP through the Massachusetts Clean Water Trust. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Reserve transfer request to budget account #15280 – Lights, Power and Fuel 

 

 

Present at Tonight’s Meeting: 

Commissioners: Stephen Stuntz, Erika Amir-Lin 

District Manager: Chris Allen 

District Treasurer: Mary Jo Bates 

District Counsel: Mary Bassett 

Finance Committee: David Butler 

District Moderator: Dick O’Brien 

Green Acton: Kim Kastens, Lucy Kirshner 

District Clerk:  Bill Stanford 

Citizen: Ronald Parenti (Former Commissioner) 

 

The Board of Water Commissioners meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM on Monday, January 14, 2019 at the 

Acton Water District office by Mr. Stuntz, Acting Chair.  

 

Annual Appointments and Board realignment 

Mr. Stuntz made a motion to appoint the following, each for a 1-year term: 

 District Counsel – Mary Bassett 

District Auditor – Maureen Mara 

District Treasurer – Mary Jo Bates 

Assistant District Treasurer – Chris Allen 

Assistant District Clerk – Helen Argento 

District Secretary – Lynn Protasowicki 

Ms. Amir-Lin seconded the motion.  Mr. Stanford swore in those in attendance, including David Butler to the 

Finance Committee.  

 

Comments from Citizens 

Lucy Kirshner asked the Board if the School District will be subject to mitigation for the new school being 

constructed in West Acton.  Mr. Allen indicated that all projects that will be connected to Acton Water are 

required to provide a Water Impact Report, for review and Mitigation calculation.  

Kim Kastens updated the Board on Green Acton’s interview with EPA as part of the Grace 5 year evaluation.  

Green Acton’s comments were:  Communication with the public has not been good; there is confusion about 



 

what happens next; and will there be 1.4 dioxane remediation.  Ms. Kastens thought they were open to listening 

and gave good faith answers.  EPA indicated that there will be a public meeting for stakeholders in the fall or 

winter. Ms. Kastens also informed the Commissioners that Concord has applied for Ch. 91 approval for water 

withdrawal at Nagog Pond.  Carolyn Kiely is trying to get a copy of the application and Green Acton or some of 

its members will most likely comment on it. 

 

Approve Minutes of March 25, 2019 Meeting 

Ms. Amir-Lin motioned to approve the minutes of March 25, 2019 as presented. Mr. Stuntz seconded the 

motion and it was unanimously approved. 

 

Old Business 

1. Execute Engineering agreement with Wright-Pierce for the permitting and design of the Acton Center Plant 

Mr. Allen presented the Commissioners with the General Services Agreement for the design and permitting of 

the Acton Center Water Treatment Plant (ACWTP).  The cost is $587,610, which is less than originally 

projected.  Mr. Stuntz made a motion to approve the agreement and Ms. Amir-Lin seconded the motion.  It was 

unanimously approved, and the contract was executed. 

 

2. Authorization to act for the District for financing of the ACWTP through the Mass. Clean Water Trust 

Mr. Allen asked that the Commissioners authorize him and Ms. Bates to act for the District for the purpose of 

financing the ACWTP through the Mass. Clean Water Trust.  Mr. Stuntz made a motion to authorize Mr. Allen 

and Ms. Bates to act on behalf of the District for financing the ACWTP through the Clean Water Trust.  Ms. 

Amir-Lin seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved. 

 

Additional Old Business 

Mr. Allen updated the Commissioners on the spring flushing, which is still in progress.   

The bi-annual leak detection survey of the entire piping system has been completed and the report should be in 

soon. 

Mr. Allen and Atty. Basset have been researching the Ch. 97 impacts on the land that the District owns off 

Lawsbrook Road where a solar array is planned to be located.  The information has been provided to Peter Bay 

of EDF, the project manager.  The Grid Interconnect Study has been completed and it appears that the project 

will qualify for SMART Block 2. 

The microgrid study is still in progress.  Mr. Allen has not had any related communication with the consultant in 

about a month. 

 

D. New Business 

1. Reserve Fund Transfer Request to Lights, Power and Fuel 

Mr. Allen presented a Request for Reserve Fund Transfer for $30K to the Lights, Power and Fuel Account.  Due 

to the South Acton Treatment Plant (SAWTP) remaining on a variable electric rate,  due to market volatility, the 

power costs have increased over the winter.  Mr. Allen has locked in a fixed kW/hr rate for the next year with 

EDF, which should be enough time to get the Knox Trail solar array commissioned.  This is a planned dedicated 

renewable power supply to the SAWTP.  Mr. Stuntz made a motion to approve the transfer.  It was seconded by 

Ms. Amir-Lin and unanimously approved. 

 

Additional New Business 

Mr. Allen informed the Commissioners that the District has agreed to contribute $50K to the base mapping 

project that the Town of Acton is undertaking as part of the West Acton Sewer Project.  This information, which 

will map existing conditions in the roadway, will assist the District with engineering a future upgrade to the 

water main in the roadways in the vicinity of West Acton Center to the Boxborough town line on Massachusetts 

Avenue/Rt 111 when the sewers are installed. 

 

 

 



 

Mr. Stuntz would like to add some items for a future agenda: 

NEWWA Annual Meeting Affordability of Water information.  Why and how to measure effectiveness. 

Commissioner Emeritus status for retiring Commissioners to keep them involved. 

May 20 will be a joint meeting with the Finance Committee.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:17 PM  

 
All documents referred to in meeting minutes are available for inspection at the office of Acton Water District, 693 
Massachusetts Avenue, Acton, MA 01720 (978) 263-9107. 


