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August 24, 2021 

 

Ms. Janet Adachi, Chairperson 

Acton Community Housing Corporation 

472 Main Street 

Acton, Massachusetts 01720 

 

Dear Ms. Adachi: 

During the August 2, 2021 meeting of the Board of Water Commissioners, the board and staff of the 

Acton Water District reviewed the plans made available by the Acton Community Housing Corporation 

for the construction of a Chapter 40B building containing 4 housing units on the land parcel known as 

516 Massachusetts Avenue, Acton, MA.  While we understand that the proponent is working with the 

ACHC as a “friendly” (Local Initiative Project or LIP) development, the Acton Water District does not 

support development on this parcel and believes that the proposed development is not in the best interests 

of the Town of Acton or the Acton Water District. 

The Acton Water District owns several land parcels in that area, including the bordering parcel at 514 

Massachusetts Avenue.  Those parcels have also been referred to as the Flannery-O’Toole property, and.  

have been held in reserve by the Acton Water District for some time as a possible source of water.  The 

land has, in fact, had test wells drilled to determine if it could produce enough water to make it a viable 

addition to the Acton Water District’s water supply. It has been determined that a sand and gravel well 

in combination with necessary treatment upgrades in West Acton would produce sufficient water.   

Because the Acton Water District’s abutting parcel at 514 Massachusetts Avenue is known to the Acton 

Water District to be an available source of water, we are concerned that the proposed development of 

the parcel of 516 Massachusetts Avenue would have an overall negative effect on the ability of the Acton 

Water District to utilize its land to produce additional water for the Town of Acton.  Unfortunately, at 

this time, the site is not afforded any of the traditional protections that other operating wells in Acton 

benefit from.  If it did have those designations, this lot would be considered a Zone 1 under Acton’s 

Ground Water Protection bylaw.  We are writing to inform you of the sensitive nature of the area as 

many residents are unaware of the value of the “Mass. Ave. Woods.”  Discussions with the Massachu-

setts Department of Environmental Protection have begun to explore ways to protect this area until such 

time as it can be developed as an active water supply. 

Currently, the parcel at 516 Massachusetts Avenue is undeveloped, with no known impediments to water 

recharge.  Natural water infiltration is important to both a potential well site and the health of the nearby 

wetlands.  The current plans submitted by Stamski and McNary, Inc. indicate that  approximately 1800 

square feet will be made impervious by the proposed building’s construction.  While some porous pave-

ment has been proposed as part of the driveway leading to the parking area, the history of attempts to 

utilize porous pavement in both Acton and Concord have not been successful.  For porous pavements to 

work properly, they must undergo a very strict maintenance regimen to keep the infiltration pores open.  

This requires regular “sweeping” with specialized equipment that does not damage the pavement.  Fail-

ing to do this properly will render the porous pavement impervious.  Additionally, impervious pavement 

without adequate treatment in close proximity to a potential well, could lead to a preferential pathway 
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for contaminants with little opportunity to buffer those impacts.  A previous proposal by the Town of 

Acton to develop 516 Massachusetts Avenue for a parking lot, took into consideration our concerns for 

infiltrating water at this site by connecting the stormwater from the lot to the municipal stormwater 

system in the public right of way.  The remainder of the driveway, as well as the parking area, are all 

impervious material and are subject to runoff.  The runoff from driveways and parking areas contains 

contaminants which will likely be introduced into the water that runs onto Acton Water District’s lands. 

According to the plan, the total impervious area would be approximately 3000 square feet. 

The parcel is located very close to the protected wetlands located on Acton Water District property.  It 

appears that the development of the parcel will intrude well into the 100-foot wetlands buffer zone and 

up to the no-build zone (75 feet).  This would not be an acceptable level of development in such prox-

imity to the wetlands system which serves a critical role in protecting the underlying groundwater.  It is 

important to note that a properly functioning hydrologic cycle helps to maintain the viability of Acton’s 

water future. 

The septic design proposed does not utilize a “tight tank” nor is it connected to a public sewer.  It is 

comprised of a septic tank located off to the side of the concrete driveway, with the leaching fields 

located underneath the parking area at the rear of the building.  The proposal to have vehicle parking on 

top of the leaching field is concern enough for any project, but in this close proximity to a possible 

drinking water well, and the consequence of failures, is too great. Examining the contour maps of the 

parcel and the area around the parcel shows that the land slopes toward the Acton Water District property, 

indicating that almost certainly the effluent from the development’s septic system will flow toward any 

potential well sites on Acton Water District property. 

Based upon some known history of the parcel, we are concerned that there is a possibility of fill material 

present.  Fill material is often of unknown origin, and therefore, unknown content.  Disturbing such 

material or infiltrating large amounts of water upon it, can release and mobilize any contaminants con-

tained within the fill to the environment and consequently be carried toward the potential well sites and 

wetlands.  The contour maps and prior hydrogeologic studies indicate that this is the path that would be 

followed. 

The Acton Water District is also concerned with how snow and ice removal could be accomplished on 

this parcel with the proposed intensity of development.  There does not appear to be an area reserved for 

plowed snow on the property.  Pushing it from the driveway and parking area onto the unpaved areas is 

not an option as this would permit snow and ice containing contaminants to leach into the groundwater 

untreated or to be deposited on our property. 

The Board of Water Commissioners hopes that the ACHC will reconsider the potential development of 

this parcel with the proposed 40B construction.  We do not believe that this parcel is suitable for multi-

unit development based on all the reasons stated.  This project is not in the best interests of the Acton 

Water District or the Town of Acton, which it serves. 

 

 

Very truly, 

 

Board of Water Commissioners 

 

 

 

 

Erika Amir-Lin 
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Barry Rosen 

 

 

 

 

Stephen Stuntz 


